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In many of the settlements of the Altai butter is an important
source of income for the peasants. One very interesting
feature of this part of Siberia is that cows, horses, and even
pigs develop thick winter coats which enable them to with-
stand the severe cold.
In the middle and lower parts of the valleys the people
live in small villages near the rivers. Some villages, surrounded
by pasture and woodland, are enclosed by a high fence.
Higher up the valleys there are scattered farmhousess
plastered and whitewashed like the peasant cabins of
Ireland. The villages are small and frequently consist of a
little group of dwellings on a strip of flat grassy land between
precipitous rocky and forested mountain slopes and the river
cliffs.
The Southern Alpine zone, together with part of the foot-
hills of the Altai and Sayan Mountains, is divided into the
Khakass and Oirot Autonomous Provinces, formerly back-
ward and primitive regions. (These provinces are marked by
the figures i and 2 respectively, on Fig. 38.)
The Khakass Autonomous Province is bounded on the
east by the upper Yenessei, a tributary of which., the Abakan,
flows through the centre of the province, from south-west to
north-east.
In the south and north-west the mountain slopes are
covered by thick coniferous forests, mainly composed of cedara
larch, and fir. Altogether, about 60 per cent, of the territory
of the Khakass Province is forested. Hunting, trapping, and
lumbering are important occupations. Fur farms, where
valuable fur-bearing animals are bred, have been established.
Resin is obtained from the forest trees, and the lumber
industry has expanded rapidly. Some of the timber is used
for building construction within the province. The remainder
is sent to other parts of the Soviet Union. The river
Abakan is used for floating timber down to the saw-mills at
the town of Abakan, the capital of the Khakass Autonomous
Province.
The high Alpine pastures and valleys support flocks of
sheep, while the rich grazing lands in the valleys between